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Marriages fail for many reasons, insecurity, money problems, cheating, lack of communication there are a thousands of reasons.  Some times the relationship is initiated when the individuals are too young to comprehend the complexity of a relationship.  Other times one of the individuals in the relationship has cheated on the other.  Just about any problem can cause a relationship to degrade.  

William Shakespeare’s play Othello is one of his most popular tragedies and thus features a majestic marriage culminated with a horrific death of.  Shakespeare features a glimpse into the inner workings of friendship, relationships, and marriage and why they fail.  Relationship problems are not new to our times; Shakespeare himself was inquisitive of the dynamics of relationships, evident by his writings featuring the topic.


In Othello, Othello and Desdemona’s union failed not because of one reason but a plethora or tribulations.  Envy, hate, jealousy, love, and even lust shredded their union apart.  

Othello and Desdemona’s marriage is not based on trust and love like most relationships.  However, it was based on power.  Surrounding this “power marriage” is deception and backstabbing.  Deception and backstabbing do not only involve the newlyweds but the whole cast is involved.  This is evident when Iago convinces Roderigo that Desdemona, Othello’s wife, is tired of Othello and is seeking a new partner.  He convinces Roderigo that Desdemona is attracted to Othello’s lieutenant (II,i, 5-8).  The whole play is peppered with examples of these falsities and untruths.  Again, another example of backstabbing and deception is the “affair” between Cassio and Desdemona.  Othello starts to see the “affair” when Iago claims he saw Cassio with Desdemona’s handkerchief, an era loom gift from Othello (I,iv, 12-25).  Desdemona leaves it behind thus giving Iago the opportunity to plant it on Cassio.  These deceptions fuel the fire of Othello’s Achilles heal jealousy.
Desdemona is probably considered the most tragic of characters in Othello.  She never betrays Othello, yet dies to his jealous hands.  Othello knows that his marriage to Desdemona is controversial; he has heard the surprise expressed that “such a beautiful white maiden would love one such as him” (II. iii.23-27).  She is even accused by her father of abusing "her delicate youth with drugs or minerals that weakens motion" so that she would agree to marriage (I.ii.89-90).
